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Reflections: First Annual Convention of the Heritage
League of the Second Air Division -Billy Sheely Johnson

W

hat a wonderful experience to have been present
when that dream finally became a reality! The first
annual “stand alone” convention of the Heritage League
of the Second Air Division! Such an event had been the
hopes of so many Heritage League past officers and members since 1992. Many of us were present in Savannah,
Georgia, when the Mighty Eighth Air Force Museum was
dedicated that year. We collectively expressed our hope
for reconvening on that site as an official group, the Heritage League of the Second Air Division, which came to
fruition July 13-16, 2006.
	In attendance were the Second Air Division veteran supporters as well as veteran supporters of the Eighth

Gracious and thoughtful. Recipient of our new and highest recognition, Ed Zobac, keeps our focus on our mission and our
service.			
-Marybeth Dyer

At the Friday ‘Low country Boil’ FRONT: Aud Risley (446th),
Jim Lorenz (466th), Francis Bermingham (458th), Ruth Register
Coleman (American Red Cross at Rackheath). BACK: John
Horan (466th), Earl Wassom (466th), Charles Bell (392nd), Walt
Mundy (467th), Tom Floyd (492nd), Ernie Haar (492nd & 467th).
There were a total of 11 veterans in the Heritage Convention,
and many more joined us from the 93rd BG at the Saturday Memorial Service.				
-Marybeth Dyer

Air Force Historical Society. Heritage League members
representing the various types of memberships, including
second- and third-generation children and grandchildren
of Second Air Division veterans and their fallen comrades,
as well as siblings, nieces and nephews of veterans and interested friends.
The sights and sounds of the museum offer too
much for one weekend’s visit and will be frequented again
by many of those who want to know more about the role
of the Eighth Air Force of United States Army Air Forces
during World War II. The exhibits are first rate, excellent
continued on page 3
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President’s Message
- Brian Mahoney

It is a delight to be reporting to you that your League
has now had a convention all its own, and made another
visible and practical demonstration of our readiness to step
up to our perpetual mission of keeping alive the memory
of the service and sacrifice of the Second Air Division in
WW II.
Savannah was a blast! We defined ‘success’ for this first
one based on ‘qualities’ foremost, with ‘quantity’ (number
of participants) being secondary. By both standards, we
succeeded. Fifty-five folks, including eleven veterans, had
fun, renewed old friendships, made new ones, and were
glad they came. We look ahead with renewed energy and
enthusiasm.
We will never ‘replace’ the 2nd Air Division Association or any of the bomb group associations or the 3rd
SAD, as we see their ‘last man out,’ but we will see the
League grow in activity and substance as some of their
activities fall to us. We and they are starting to see that
we have broad shoulders and should put them to good
use. You can count on our continuing welcome to our
veterans and their family and fans at our 2007 and all subsequent conventions. As the burden of coordinating the
conventions and running the associations becomes too
much for our remaining octogenarian heroes, those still
able and inclined to share in the comraderie of others who
flew, maintained, protected, or supported the Liberators
flying from East Anglia will have a place to go annually.
(See more on the Heritage League Convention 2007 in
this issue and on the website)
There are other areas where the descendant genera-

tions will soon be called upon to adopt programs of a
perpetual nature, such as wreath laying or maintenance
of a memorial marker near an airfield in England. There
are no doubt some specialized roles we will assume that
we have not anticipated, where our willingness and availability to act in trust of an asset or a mission will be called
upon by one of the ‘sunsetting’ organizations. This will
require a strong and committed membership and leaders
with vision, organizational skills, and charm.
I am happy to report that our paid membership is
healthy and growing, and that the last few election cycles
have brought to our leadership table several fresh talents
who had not even heard of us a few years ago. We want
to build on these trends and continue them, by actively
reaching out on the internet and at conventions and ‘warbird’ airshows for our ‘unmet cousins’ and the occasional
vet, eligible to become one of our Honorary Life Members. We also need to get to know you, our members, better. Many of you have indicated your areas of talent and
experience that might be of service to the League, and we
will find better ways to keep asking and to tap this volunteer pool. Your ‘board’, the Executive Committee, stand
ready to hear your specific ideas anytime, so please do not
wait for us to ask. (Our current contact information may
always be found on the back panel of the latest Herald.)
Our mission is clear, our legacy huge and inspiring,
and there is so much to do. I ask each of you, at the beginning of the new year, to find a way to make a useful
‘connection’ or to improve one in service to the League.

Present and Serving.

Able to attend the October 2ADA
Convention and USAF Memorial Dedication in Washington during October were Vicki Brooks
Warning (466th), Irene Hurner
(453rd), Brian Mahoney (492nd/
467th) and Carol Holliday (445th).

-Carol Holliday
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continued from page 1

research opportunities abound, and the memorial gardens
and chapel offer venues for respect and services.
The memorial service held in the Museum’s Chapel of the Fallen Eagles was an especially meaningful experience, especially for “Gold Star” children and those
who have lost their veteran dads since the end of the war.
The service provided an opportunity to pay homage to the
contributions of those whose service the Heritage League
of the Second Air Division pledges to keep alive into perpetuity.
The 93rd Bomb Group held its annual convention
in Savannah the same weekend; some of their members
joined with Heritage League officers and board members
in presenting the memorial service. As Colonel (Ret.)Al
Asch so aptly said, “We pay tribute to those fallen who

Francis Bermingham (458th BG) in Combat Rotunda, next
to centerpiece of ‘Second to None’ campaign, to which the
League has contributed a symbolic 2%. -Marybeth Dyer

Margaret Floyd and one
of Beth Erz’s pooches
accompany ‘Heritones’
in hotel lounge after Banquet.
-Marybeth Dyer
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had no opportunity for memorial services during the war
and for those we’ve loved and lost since the war.” In a
particularly moving portion of the service, guests at the
service were given an opportunity to speak the name of
the deceased Second Air Divison member they wished to
memorialize
	Earl Wassom, veteran of the 466th Bomb Group,
delivered a moving message of remembrance. James
Lorenz, another 466th veteran, read scripture concerning
the seasons of life. Attendees readily identified our “fallen
eagles” as having made the supreme sacrifice for world
peace, whose purpose was a season known only to God.
	It is with great hope that I look forward to subsequent annual Heritage League of the Second Air Division
Conventions. The League will indeed “Keep ‘em flyin’”.

Well Worn and Brand New. At left is seen the back side of
Brian Mahoney’s well-traveled and customized Heritage
League Challenge Coin.
-Brian Mahoney

Beth Ertz, ‘Heritones’ leader, professional
composer, regaled us at both dinners and
in singalongs Friday and Satruday nights.
While she did not need the ‘little friends’ escort seen behind—P-47D and a “Bluenose”
P-51D—her 44thBG dad, Julian, sure appreciated them in 1944-45.
-Marybeth Dyer
Past President Irene Hurner made impromptu welcoming and acknowledging remarks and warmed up the crowd as no one
else can.		
-Marybeth Dyer

More convention photos on Ppgs.
10-14 of this Herald
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Report from the Memorial Library
- Glenn Gray, Fulbright Scholar

	Greetings from Norwich, where my second year as the 2ADA Fulbright Librarian is underway. It’s hard to
believe, but I think it’s almost been a year since I last wrote a report for the Herald—and what a year it’s been! I’ll just
try to highlight some of the things that have been happening in the more recent months.
We have had a number of special guests visit the Library, and two groups in particular that I would like to
mention are groups of veterans who held reunions in Norwich, the 389th in March and the 445th in July. It was a
pleasure to welcome them and their families on the occasion of their return to Norfolk.
We were also visited not once, but twice, by the
new American ambassador to the United Kingdom, Robert Tuttle. Ambassador Tuttle “dropped by” in February
when he was visiting Norwich on official business, but he
returned in July for a more substantial visit that was devoted in large part to seeing the Library. The Ambassador
was highly complimentary about the Library, and we were
pleased to receive some good press coverage as a result of
the event.
	Another visitor was Dr. Vernon Williams, a history professor at Abilene Christian University and director
of the East Anglia War Project there. Dr. Williams is in
the process of taping oral histories with veterans, and he
and his students are producing documentary films, copies
of which we expect will be coming to the Library in due
course. We had a little bit of a preview of his latest work
“Liberators Over East Anglia: B-24 Bomb Groups on the
Air Front in England,” when Dr. Williams visited. To
learn more about the East Anglia War Project, visit the
Web site at http://faculty.acu.edu/~vwilliams/anglia/
On a personal note, my family and I have been
getting more acquainted with Britain. While we have
been out and about, we have made sure to visit Madingley Cemetery and Duxford, both very interesting (albeit
different) experiences.
	Recently, we observed Heritage Week here in Britain. During this week, all of the many historical buildings
and heritage societies throughout the country have open
houses and put on special events. This includes many
places not normally open to the public. This year, we decided that the Memorial Library should participate by my
giving talks about the USA over 3 days in September. I
had a blast doing this—generally the time length for these
kinds of things run for about half an hour or so, but on a
couple of occasions the individuals who attended were so

enthusiastic we wound up discussing different aspects of
American culture for up to two hours!
We also just observed “Banned Books” week at
the Library, a first for us but an important week in the
year in all libraries throughout the USA. Amy, one of our
casual staff who is also a local art college graduate, created
a fantastic display and it generated a lot of interest about
the issue.
	An important part of my work here is doing outreach and giving talks in the local community, telling the
2AD story and promoting Memorial Library resources.
These talks are always well-received; in fact a couple of the more recent ones had an attendance of over 50
people! These included a talk at the Old Buckenham Village Hall, and while there, I had the pleasure of visiting
the memorial room to the 453rd, which I of course had
heard about but had not yet had the occasion to visit. I
thought it was very nicely done. Another group I spoke
to was the Norwich chapter of the Royal Naval Association. This came about through one of their members, Alf,
who is a regular visitor to the Library.
	As part of our ongoing efforts to reach younger
audiences, I’m pleased to report on some visits I’ve made
to local schools. I have greatly enjoyed speaking to young
people attending middle school and high school in Norfolk, and this has given me the opportunity to talk about
the legacy of the 2AD and to publicize the Library. The
high school students were interested in comparing and
contrasting the US and UK systems of government. I’m
always interested in taking questions from the students,
a number of whom ask very good questions. This also
gives me the opportunity to address some misconceptions
about the United States! John Gilbert, one of our base
contacts at Wendling is assisting me in this effort in regard to middle schools, and I hope to write more about
continued on page 7

Edition No. 39/January 2007		

							

Page 

Another First: The General William E. Kepner
Distinguished Life Service Award
- Reed Hammans

There was a very special presentation at the convention in Savannah. Edward Zoback, 13-year Treasurer of the
Heritage League, received the first William E. Kepner Distinguished Life Service Award. It could not have gone to a
more deserving person.
The text of the award reads as follows:
“The members and the Executive Committee of The Heritage League of the Second Air Division (USAAF) proudly bestow the first ever General William E. Kepner Distinguished Life service award
upon Edward Zobac, member since 1992, Treasurer, 1993-2006.
Since embarking on his personal ‘journey of discovery’ in the Nineteen Eighties, curious about
the WW II combat career of his late father, Robert W. Zobac of the 445th Bomb Group’s 700th Bomb
Squadron, Ed has been instrumental in helping thousands of veterans and their descendants to connect
socially, to find support among surviving crewmembers or kin, to uncover personal history and grasp
large historical contexts. Ed’s long and steady service ‘behind the scenes’ has unquestionably saved and
preserved the Heritage League through long periods where too few volunteers were struggling too hard
to keep a dispersed membership meaningfully united and engaged.
Some leaders serve visibly and seem connected, magically, with the organizational means to
produce newsletters, to hold member meetings annually, to maintain a website, to support the workings
of a an all-volunteer board, but none of this is magic, and for the last 14 years, none of it would have
happened without his steadfast, dedicated, conscientious, tireless contribution of his uncounted hours
and unaccounted dollars here, there and everywhere.
The commander of the Second Air Division distinguished himself in a long career by his vision,
his constant personal and professional growth, his ability to make entire organizations work effectively,
and the universal high regard with which he was held by all who shared his cause. Our retiring treasurer
has kept alive a flame of remembrance which we hope may burn perpetually; he has carried the torch, he
has inspired us. He has brought honor on himself and our cause, and we are proud to call him and his
wonderful ‘Rosie’ our friends. July 15th, 2006 Savannah, Georgia.”
	A knowledgeable, conscientious treasurer is invaluable to any non-profit organization. But as the reader can
see from the text of the award, Ed’s contributions extended even far beyond his office. His passion for the veterans and
their family and friends was always—always—in evidence, even to a newcomer like me.
	I first met Ed and his wife Rose this past summer during the 492nd Bomb Group reunion in Dayton—specifically, on the top deck of the riverboat “Cincinnati”. As we rounded the upriver portion of our trip and started down,
Ed and I struck up a conversation. He told me how he had originally become interested, through his father’s service in
the 445th, in the Second Air Division. As we continued talking, he reminisced about veterans he had known and the
different times he had followed small clues to uncover larger stories and help link people with the history of or people
from a family member’s service.
The next thing I knew, I looked down and something was beside the boat. Then I realized we were stopped—
and docked! We had been talking so intently that we had completed the trip down river, come to a complete stop, and
then moved sideways to the dock, without even realizing it! So…
	If you want to meet a knowledgeable, enthusiastic person, look up Ed Zobac, winner of the first Kepner
Award, at the next convention. Thanks, Ed, for everything you’ve done.
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This column usually describes a number of new discoveries on the Web, with
brief descriptions of each. However, occasionally, we run across a site so wellconceived and executed it deserves its own feature. Such is “Eighth AF Bases in E.
Anglia” by Mark E. Brotherton, http://8thcontrails.com/ipw-web/gallery/8th-Bases.
* * * * *
The spring of 2003 was a very good time for Eighth Air Force Veterans, their
families, friends, and anyone interested in the history of the Mighty Eighth.
During that time, Air Force Chief Master

Sergeant Mark Brotherton, nearing the
end of his third assignment in England,
went on a different kind of mission:  
begin visiting every former Eighth Air
base in England and take as many photos
as possible. He later also spent a considerable amount of time scanning pictures from the archives in the Histori-

An example of the memorabilia on the site—A close up of the
cover of a lead crew training manual, Seething

cal Research Center at Maxwell AFB The
result is a website of over 2,000 “then
and now” pictures.
The site is clearly organized. Bases are listed alphabetically on 15 pages,
six bases to a page. There are a handful
of other albums, including two related
to Mark’s uncle, Douglas F. Brotherton,
killed while flying with the 481st BG.
In a communication with me, Mark wrote,
“Trying to find [my uncle] has been an obsession of mine for the better part of 20
years. During my time in the UK I sought
out each base and photographed it hoping
to do exactly what your organization has
done, and that is to invite veterans and
their family members to an opportunity to
see what the old bases look like now.” He
has succeeded admirably.
Flyer for the museum at Seething

continued on page 8
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MOS 5400
	About 13 years ago, I rekindled a childhood
interest in World War II. I quickly gravitated towards the European air war, and soon was delving
into the Eighth Air Force. After reading a few books
about fighters, I started researching the service of my
great-uncle, whom I had been told flew a B-24 out
of England during the war.
One of the first more technical aspects that
fascinated me was formations, and later, the actual
processes for planning and assembling for bomber
missions. I’m not sure what I thought, but it must
have been something like this: At the morning briefing, an officer points to a red line on a map and says,
“O.K., boys. Our target for today is Berlin. Everybody go get in your planes and go bomb it.” And
then everybody went out, took off, bombed the target, and the planes that didn’t get shot down came
back. Imagine my surprise when I found out what it
really took.
Last summer, Billy Sheely Johnson approached me at a 492nd reunion and asked me if I
would consider being on the Heritage League board
as Communications Vice-President. In a weak moment—and also wanting to contribute to organizations and people that have come to mean so much to
me—I accepted.
	I’m not sure what I thought it would take to
get out a newsletter, especially one like the “Heritage Herald”. But it must have been something like
this: You get a few articles, probably write a few,
and do a little editing. Then the Photo Fairy sprin-

kles a little pixel dust, and the pictures are ready after the
Caption Fairy tells you everything about them.. Then the
Ftp Fairy (actually, I didn’t know there even WAS an Ftp
Fairy) sends them to the Layout Fairy electronically, and
she puts them on the page. Finally the Postal Fairy sends
them out, and voila!, you, dear reader, get a Herald. (And
during the whole thing, the Day Job Fairy keeps everything under control at work.) I could have sworn that
was what happened when Brian did these. Imagine my
surprise.
Well, the fairy theory of newsletter production
didn’t pan out too well. It’s been a steep learning curve,
and as your new editor, I’m still not at the top. I’ve managed to begin laying the foundation for future issues,
identifying what I hope will be new contributors and a
new regular feature or two. We’ve also made contact with
old friends like our Fulbright Librarian, whose column
resumes in this issue. But that’s just for the future, and I
thank all of you for your patience while waiting for this
issue of the Herald. There are many able teachers and
people willing to help in major ways, but I’m a bit of an
old dog, and some of the needed new tricks have proved
challenging.
The next issue should put us back on a regular
publishing schedule and will be more timely, if—as my
Dad used to say—the Good Lord’s willin’ and the creeks
don’t rise.
		
—Reed Hammans, Editor
(N.B. WW II-era listing of ‘military occupation specialists’ included publicity officer as #5400.)

Report from the Memorial Library
this next time. I’ve also given a couple of talks about
Memorial Library resources to students taking classes in
American culture at Norwich City College.
We support four branch libraries in Norfolk that
are located near some of the old 2AD bases, which we call
our “wing collections.” In particular, I have been working with the librarians at the Dereham Library, as just last
year they got a brand new library building. In addition

continued from page 4

to supplementing their book stock, we’ve been coordinating some public programs. Colin Mann, one of our base
contacts who is also active with the Friends and the Heritage League is working with me on a program later in the
year which I hope to report on in a future article for the
Herald.
Stay tuned!
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Web Pages We Wike
continued from page 6

The amount and types of materials
are almost impossible to describe. The
focus is on the buildings and general
areas of each base, but each album contains other pictures as well. From period
documents such as mission maps to photos
of artifacts in the rare on-site museum,
each page seems to hold some surprising
visual treasure. One I found particularly
compelling was a series of photos showing
the restoration of the chapel at Hethel,
home of the 389th’s Sky Scorpions. It is
heartwarming to see the near-ruin of a
building of the early 1980s transformed
into an artistically restored tribute to
the members of the Mighty Eighth.
Mark must have spent a considerable
amount of time prowling the old bases.
The level of detail in most albums is
substantial. At the home of the 491st
and 492nd in North Pickenham, for example, the viewer is treated to pictures of
an underground personnel bunker and from
inside the headquarters building. Photos
taken in the surrounding communities are
equally interesting. Most, if not all of
the groups’ memorial plaques are there,
as well as a few street scenes. At a recent gathering of veterans, one former
Eighth member described to his wife and
me the different streets he used to walk
down in a small village, memories prompted by a shot of a bridge over a small
river next to a church.

One of several new artistic works at the restored Hethel chapel
and museum

By Pete O’Tube, Expert
Dear Pete,
I am beyond curious about those
curved stripes I see coming up from the
undersides on the fuselage of some of
the silver Liberators, ahead of the nose
wheels.  I have not found similar marks
on the older, olive-drab ships, or on a
B-17.
Oliver Leonard Strutt
Dear O. Leo Strutt,
These lines were a visual indication to personnel towing or pushing the
B-24 via the nose wheel, to not exceed
the turning limit of the strut.
The
vulnerability of the nose gear on the
Liberator was legendary—collapses were
common in ordinary operation and almost
assured if some of that ground turning
was imprecise enough to run the gear off
the hardstand, perimeter track or runway
into soft earth. If it sunk in to near
or above its axle, it acted as a very
weak plow instead of a free rolling landing gear.
What Pete does know on this subject: Later model Liberators—most of the
‘J’ and all of the later types—were flown
‘NMF’ (natural metal finish), starting in
the spring of 1944. The weight and drag
of the camo paint schemes was not justified, as the enemy was doing virtually no
ground strafing in airspace where our control was excellent. On many pictures of
the nose area of these later birds, your
curved stripes are visible.
The nosewheel on a B-24 was not a
steered wheel, it was caster mounted. It
pivoted freely on the relatively vertical
axis of the strut, like a shopping cart
wheel or the front wheel of a bicycle.
continued on page 15
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Reunion 2007 set for Kalamazoo!
- Brian Mahoney

	In keeping with a ‘core goal,’ to hold our meetings with and among “our vets” so long as this may be
feasible, we have decided to meet alongside the Eighth
Air Force Historical Society (8AFHS) this coming year,
at their 33rd annual convention in Kalamazoo, Michigan, July 17-22. This setting will gain us access to many
2nd Air Division veterans and their relatives, seldom if
ever met at our 2ADA gatherings, as well as many of ‘our’
fighter group and ground support veterans, who have always been openly embraced by that organization. Like us,
and at about the same point in history, they have decided
that summer meetings which accommodate families with
school kids, is a key to engaging 3rd and following generations and their working parents.
Be there with us! Preliminary plans, in addition
to the rich host of 8AFHS offerings, include a Heritage
League hospitality room, a follow-on to the ‘Historians’
Roundtable,’ which premiered to great acclaim in Savannah, and our 2007 general business meeting for you, our
members.
Please visit http://www.8thafhs.org/reunions.htm
to follow the general program. That website will track program details as they evolve, and guide you through convention registration. It will be continuously updated over
the next few months. You do not need to be a member of
their society, and should mention your Heirtage League
affiliation when you register. Your badge will reflect this
as well as any
BG or FG affiliation
you
supply. We encourage you to
sign up as soon
as the details are posted to the website, and make your hotel reservations starting right now at the excellent group
rate of $89 per night. (Mention 8AFHS)
The hotel is the Radisson Plaza Hotel (See http://
www.radissonkz.com/), which served wonderfully for the
2003 Heritage League Executive Committee Meeting as
guests of the 453rd Bomb Group Association.
We are very excited to invite all of our members
to come meet our ‘cousins,’ in the other organization
which includes a focus on our 2nd Air Division veterans,
and like us intends to ‘stick around’ perpetually, presenting their story accurately and engagingly to succeeding

generations to come. Your executives were hosted by the
8AFHS within their Colorado Springs convention three
years ago, and we found it to be very nicely organized,
with an excellent program, most welcoming, and a very
good value as well. Organizers anticipate early sell out
of rooms as a few other organizations will also be holding their official annual meetings at this convention… act
fast!
While our hosts have a focus on the entire Eighth
Air Force, they welcome us as we have many common
members and many common aims. A large portion of
their members have the Second Air Division lineage.
Their NextGen initiative (also linked on their website) is
worthy of your perusal and participation.
	A modified version of the inaugural ‘Historians’
Roundtable’
(see article
elsewhere
in this edition) will be
presented, a
program collaboration between them and us, a little ‘present we bring to the party.’ Unlike the 2006 version which
restricted the number of observers, we envision a program
where skilled and experienced researcher-writer-webmaster types will present to you, the audience, sharing knowledge and skills. The Heritage League website (www.heritageleague.org) will track this as it develops, starting in
February.
The 2ADA has recently settled on its convention
in Grand Rapids, Michigan, Aug. 29-Sept. 3, 2007 at
Amway Hotel, and there will be visible and strong Heritage League presence there as well.
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H e r i ta g e L e a g u e c o n v e n e s
Inaugural Convention: Savannah, Georgia, June 13-16

Risleys, Floyds and Lorenzes knew the most lyrics!

-Marybeth Dyer

Earl Wassom (466th) delivers message during joint memorial service with 93rd BGA. Jim Lorenz (466th) and
Fernley Smith (93rd) behind.
-Marybeth Dyer

Combined 93rd Bomb Group and Heritage League conventioneers over-Marybeth Dyer
filled chapel.					

Evocative of her WW II practice of lighting returning
fliers’ cigarette from a candle, Red Cross Veteran Ruth
Register Coleman lights candles that veterans took
to tables to light up the Banquet room. John Horan
(466th) seen here.		
-Marybeth Dyer

Craig Harris and Marybeth Barnard watch as Billy Sheely
Johnson lights candle for those lost in the war.
-Marybeth Dyer
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Past and current League Presidents offered warm personal remarks upon presentation of Kepner Award. L to R: Irene Hurner, Billy
Sheely Johnson, Brian Mahoney, Ed & Rosie Zobac.						
-Marybeth Dyer

Outgoing HL Treasurer Ed Zobac (445th)
compares ‘Low Country Boil’ buffet selections with HL Rep from Trust Governors,
Vicki Brooks Warning (466th).
-Brian Mahoney

Good friends, good cheer! Ruth Mundy
(467th) and Jim Lorenz (466th) are HL ‘true
believers.’		
-Brian Mahoney

Late Lobbying. Irene Hurner and Ed Zobac caught up later than all others, except the photographer. Long-standing tradition of talking most of
the night away with best of friends!			
-Brian Mahoney

First Meeting of old friends. 389th BG veteran Charles
Bell and his bride Jo drove 4 hours to have a meal with
Kelsey McMillan (center) whose research for them is
greatly appreciated.		
-Brian Mahoney
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Museum’s Oral Historian, Vivian Rogers-Price, PhD, Museum CEO and President Walt
“Doc” Brown, Meeting and Events Special Director Jacqi Keller, and Marketing & Public Relations Director Debra Kujawa accept our heartfelt thanks and recogntion.
-Marybeth Dyer

Little Friends. Memorial window in Savannah commemorates 355th FG, who did
escort and scouting duties for our heavy
bombers.
-Brian Mahoney

Strong Attlebridge presence: 466th BG well represented by Irene and
John Horan, Kurt Warning and Vicki Brooks Warning (daughter of the late
William Brooks), Earl and Cindy Wassom, and Jim and Mary Lorenz.
-Marybeth Dyer

Collected competence. Several of our bomb groups are well
served by their hard working and resourceful researchers, here
gathered at League supported first-ever Historians’ Roundtable,
during the Savannah Convention. Kelsey McMillan (389th), Bob
Books (392nd), Annette Tison (392nd) and Chris Clark (44th
and 489th) seen here. 			
-Brian Mahoney

Links Regulars. Risley family admirer Dave Hart and
93rd BG vet Henry Nykamp
and the photographer, a
very irregular golfer, enjoyed small outing an nice
local course full of water
hazards, coordinated by
Vicki and Kurt Warning.
-Brian Mahoney
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Tina Woods presents B-24 print to Brian Mahoney for
the Ex Comm in appreciation for his work on the Convention. The current markings of the Collings Foundations’s B-24 as the famous ‘Witchcrraft’ of the 467th
makes this attractive print near and dear to this son of
that group’s executive officer.
-Marybeth Dyer

Page 13

Ernie Haar (492nd & 467th) holds court. Starting at upper left, HL Treasurer and Membership VP Sue Risley, her boyfriend Dave Hart, mom,
Fern and dad, Aud (446th BG) are joined by American Red Cross Girl
(attached to 492nd BG) Ruth Register Coleman.
-Brian Mahoney

Staunch League supporters, fans of the Museum, Ruth and
Walt Mundy (467th BG) were pleased at League contribution to
successful “2nd to None” campaign.
-Brian Mahoney

Happy Majority. Treasurer and Acting Membership VP Sue Risley
(446th), Past President and Representative from Governors of the
2AD Memorial Trust Vicki Brooks Warning (466th), Past President
and Liaison to the Mighty Eighth Heritage Museum Billy Sheely
Johnson (492nd) in front, Executive Vice President Tina Woods
(ARC/492nd) behind, Past President Irene Hurner (453rd), Representatives from the 2ADA Jim (466th vet) and Mary Lorenz, outgoing Treasurer and wife, Ed and Rosie Zobac (445th) and President
Brian Mahoney (492nd and 467th). New Ex Com members Reed
Hammans and Carol Holliday were not able to attend.
-Marybeth Dyer

Roundtable Observer Ernie Haar (a 492nd and 467th pilot) uses
internet audio chat to confer with Paul Arnett, 492nd webmaster
and historian who participated in real time from Arizona.
-Brian Mahoney

Mary Lorenz, Representative to the League from 2ADA (with
husband Jim of the 466th BG) visits with Rep from Memorial
Trust, Vicki Brooks Warning (a 466th daughter).
-Brian Mahoney
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“TAIL-END CHARLIES” by John Nichol and Tony Rennell
The last battles of the bomber war 1944-45
Published in the United States, May 2006
St. Martin’s Press,175 Fifth Avenue, NewYork, N.Y.
Reviewed by Jim Lorenz, 466th BG, co-pilot/instructor pilot, 8th AF
Before proceeding to the review by our very own “Tail-End Charlie”, Jim Lorenz, we want to cite an author’s
introduction, received via e-mail. Here in his own words is John Nichol:
I am writing to tell you about my latest book, Tail-End Charlies—a deeply moving and groundbreaking account of
the final months of World War 2 told through the eyes of the heroic airmen of the US 8th Army Air Force and British
Bomber Command. Sen. George McGovern said, “This is the best account that has been written of the heroic American and British Bomber crews...The best of its kind”.
Firstly, to introduce myself, I am a former British RAF Tornado navigator, who was shot down during the first Gulf
War in Iraq. I was captured, tortured and paraded on Iraqi TV alongside the American POWs—you might remember
the images that were flashed around the world. I left the RAF in 1996 and am now a writer and journalist. Tail-End
Charlies is my 9th book and the second about the experiences of American & British Airmen in WWII with my coauthor, Tony Rennell.

Jim’s Comments:
	Tail-End Charlie was a term common to both 8th
USAAF and the Royal Air Force Bomber Command: To
the men of the 8th Air Force, it referred to the vulnerable
last plane in the formation; to the RAF, it referred to the
tail gunner in his Plexiglas bubble in each plane, as they
bombed individually at night in their Lancaster or Halifax bombers. In this new book, the authors are referring
to the airmen who served in the last 19 months or so of
the war, covering the bulk of the men and women who
served with the Second Air Division.
During this time, the RAF lost an astonishing
55,000 airmen (50% of its force); the Mighty Eighth had
28,000 killed in action during its service from ‘42-‘45.
The U.S. has many memorials to its fallen, especially in
England, but Bomber Command, largely as a result of
British “area” bombing policies, has no such memorials—
just “files”.
When the 8th AF got into combat, integrity of
ranks proved difficult, even when formations were not
under attack. Early on, as tactics and escorts were being
developed, casualties soared. One group was down to half
of its original strength after 3 months. The average 8th

AF crewman was lucky to complete 15 of the 25 missions
then needed for a tour. New, inexperienced crews were
lucky to get 5 missions in. Sir Arthur Harris, Commander
in Chief of RAF Bomber Command , put a great deal of
pressure on the 8th AF to abandon daylight raids. Both
Germans and British airmen had suffered horrendous
losses in attempting daylight raids, and both considered
daylight raids virtually suicidal.
	In the face of increasing pressure to change strategy from daylight precision bombing to nighttime area
bombing, the top commanders in the USAAF persisted.
In very late 1943 and into 1944 matters improved for
the 8th. New and more effective escort fighters with improved droptanks, along with vastly improved bomber
formations, gave rise to more effective bombing. More of
the bombers were B-24s carrying a third larger bomb load
the B-17s with much greater range.
For the Germans, loss of pilots was more devastating than the loss of airplanes, as the number of their
skilled combat leaders and fliers slowly dwindled, and fuel
supplies became more critical. The P-51 became available
continued on page 16
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Pitch it to Pete

continued from page 8

The contact patch of that tire ‘trails’
the virtual pivot point, where the extended pivot axis intersects the runway…
and the greater ‘caster’ in a design, the
more such a wheel will turn in response
to lateral inputs from the airframe (or
bike frame or car frame, for that matter). In automobile design parlance this
is called ‘trail effect.’ You may have
noted that on a highly crowned road your
car has a tendency to climb the hump and
go over the line; this is one of the offshoots of caster.
Liberator pilots were always encouraged to do their ground maneuvering by
throttling of outboard engines whenever
possible, and rather judicious use of the
left or right brakes (on the main struts)
as needed. As the mains were relatively
wide apart and #1 & #4 engines had even
more ‘leverage’ on the turning center of
the plane, relatively small inputs could
do the job. Good thing, ‘cause there was
no steering wheel.
You won’t see similar lines on any
of the ‘reverse tricycle’ or ‘tail dragger’ planes, they too had a freely pivoting caster wheel, but at the tail. On
almost all tail draggers that third wheel
could be locked in the straight position,
as on the Liberator, easing at times the
transition from ground to aerial control
in takeoff or landing with a stiff crosswind.
Pete has heard one harrowing story of a time when a nosewheel was locked
but neither pilot nor co-pilot realized
it until after their perfect instrument
takeoff in pea soup at Attlebridge.
What Pete does not know. Not sure
if the outward opening nosewheel door
started in the J series, or whether these
wheel-limit indicator lines appeared on
olive-drab Liberators and ones with the
older inward opening nosewheel doors.
Can any of our Honorary Life Members help
me out here?
					
-Pete
My Dear Mr. O’Tube,
I have seen pictures of B-24s sprout-
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ing radomes on their undersides where I
might expect to see a ball turret… and
have noted many crew listings without a
ball turret gunner.  What am I missing?
			
-Belfort E. Gunner
My Dear ‘Bel’ E. Gunner.
Statistical analysis of confirmed
fighter ‘kills’ from various defensive
positions on the Liberator, at a 2nd Air
Division base late in the summer of 1944
made clear that this seemingly scariest
of positions was not pulling its (rather considerable) weight.
Success of
the campaign to overwhelm German fighter
strength earlier in that year (Operation
Pointblank) made it defensible and practical to remove the weight and get one
more soul out of harm’s way while flying
the bombing mission.
Colonel Al Shower at Rackheath
(467th BG) was rigid in some ways but also
encouraged pragmatic innovation that improved results. The practice was adopted
quickly by the other groups in the 96th
Wing, then the entire 2nd Air Division.
It was another instance where field innovation ran ahead of Inspector Generalapproved modifications… Yankee ingenuity
over bureaucracy.
As availability of H2X ‘Mickey’ radar sets and operators increased, some
retractable installations were made in
the newly found ‘space.’
Beyond reducing weight and allowing better fuel- or payloading, reducing
drag, and sparing a crewman, the center
of gravity shifted forward, which was a
very good thing for getting the Davis
wing to fly ‘on the step.’
There are a few accounts of enemy fighters exploiting the new weakness,
such as the stinging attacks on the 445th
BG during the costly Kassel Mission of
9/27/44, but not enough to ‘retract’ the
final retraction of the ball turret. This
practice may not have been the case in
the 15th AF in Italy.
					
-Pete
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continued from page 14

in numbers in early 1944, with the range to protect the
8th Air Force bombers all the way to Berlin. In 5 days in
1944, the 8th dropped more bombs on Germany than
the whole of 1943.
For our 466th B-24 bomb group, it was routine
to split up the new 10-man crew to have each man fly in
his position with an experienced battle crew. Thus, my
first mission was as co-pilot with Lt. Duane Kinsey’s crew
(their13th mission!) to bomb rail yards at Karlsruhe, Germany. As the mission unfolded, we benefited from being
one of the book’s Tail-End Charlies, because there were
now fields on the Continent—and did we ever need one.
	As we dropped our bombs, we
had flak hit our oil lines in engine #4.
We started back to the west, when we
also lost #1 engine. As we got closer to
friendly lines, we saw a field being re-supplied with gliders. As we did not know
how to contact the field, we flew over the
runway, firing yellow flares (indicating
mechanical problems). As we turned for
approach, the field gave us a green light to
come in to land. It was a short field, but
we made it—running off the end of the
runway. A jeep come out to lead us into
the parking area—where F/O Fromolo
(of the Royal Canadian Air Force) told
us he was in charge of this Advance Base
near Amiens, France—taken over from
the Germans only that morning! He stated their mechanics might be able to fix our oil lines in both engines.
We let our crew go to the small town, while we
pilots stayed to refuel from 5-gal. cans—and to filter the
gas through a chamois. They gave us some 200 gallons.
All engines worked for take off—but no.1 soon failed.
We did make it back home safely. As no one had seen us
after we left the formation, we were listed MIA for a 35
hours.
You can believe I have a warm feeling for the RAF
and RCAF airmen. About the only time we had to meet
with them was when we were returning to our base and
would be diverted to land at an RAF base due to weather
problems. Those were enjoyable meetings.
The authors’ descriptions of how the RAF selected
their flight crews was fascinating. I well remember in the
USAAF, we all collected in a big room and the teams were
just announced at random. We had no choice. In the RAF,

new pilots and crew members picked men they thought
they liked. And it seemed to work.
	In the 8th Air Force, as in the RAF, all the crew
were volunteers. If an American crewman at any time stated he had had enough, he could request to be transferred
to a ground position. He would be reassigned within the
hour—no stigma involved. In the RAF, on the other hand,
if a man asked to transferred to a ground position, he was
judged to be LMF—Lacking Moral Fibre. He would be
brought up before the whole unit, disgraced and demoted. The LMF tag could stigmatize the man throughout
his post-war life.
Similarly, after every briefing for a
mission, the RAF senior officer would
wish his crews well and announce,
“NO early returns!” Most intimidating
and unpleasant—pilots returning early
for any reason were declared LMF, regardless of the reason for “aborting”,
as the 8th AF called it. The aborting
8th AF pilot would be questioned by
the crew chief—as to why the plane
had returned so early. The Squadron
commander would question the crew
and make the decision, as to the abort
being necessary. He may even give the
pilot a “check-ride” and could decide
whether the pilot would be allowed to
continue flying or not. But there was
no automatic branding of a pilot and crew as lacking in
courage.
	General Ira Eaker, first commander of the Eighth,
liked to spend time visiting bases—ground and flying
crews. His RAF counterpart, Air Chief Marshall Harris,
though extremely well-liked by his men, did not visit often—he just continued on his own way—bombing cities.
Sir Charles Portal, Harris’s superior, requested
bombing of oil installations as part of the Combined
Bomber Offensive. Harris all but ignored him entirely,
using every bit of wiggle room in the orders to keep up
with his policy of area bombing of cities. Harris provided much-needed support to the 8th during its build-up,
and would when pressed follow orders for specific targets.
However, his well-known contempt for what he termed
“panacea” targets and his total lack of faith in daylight
bombing made him a less-than-cooperative partner in
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strategic operations.
By September, 1944, American bombers crews
felt they ruled the skies. The 8th AF 445th group on their
missions, for example, had not seen German fighters since
February. But the German fighter force was far from finished. On the infamous Kassel Mission, while most of the
American force turned right to home in on Kassel, a group
navigation error caused 35 planes from the 445th BG to
fly straight. When the leader was informed, he replied,
“Stick with it.” Then heavy flak hit, the group bombed
a field outside Gottingen, and turned west to fly home.
Suddenly they were attacked by a Sturmgruppe—an FW
190 assault group. The FW 190 pilots had pledged never
to fire unless they were within 200 yards of the enemy
bomber and to ram it if all else failed. In three minutes,
the 445th lost 25 of their 35 planes –Incredible! One B24, badly shot up, was flying towards home They saw the
“White Cliffs of Dover” and landed at the Manston emergency field. They were soon flown to their base—Tibenham. Where some 304 B-24 crew members left the base,
now 236 of the crews were MIA. Half of them were dead,
the rest prisoners. Only 24 airmen returned. As one airman stated, “We were told the Luftwaffe was “kaput”, but
it was not.”
With the Battle of the Bulge raging from Dec.16,
all of RAF and 8th AF were grounded because of the
beastly weather. On Christmas eve, the 8th AF and the
RAF got the OK to fly a mission to help our troops. I
remember this very well, as we also went back on Dec.
25th. But we certainly didn’t mind in having a delayed
Christmas dinner.
Harris’ defiance of his boss’s orders continued into
1945. In January, Harris did bomb 8 rail yards, canals and
oil plants—but then turned back to bombing Nuremburg, Hanover and Munich. In this reviewer’s opinion,
Harris was wrong—as his bombing of the cities had not
brought Germany to near collapse—as he often claimed.
RAF Squadron Commanders at every briefing continued
to announce “No early returns” and “Press on regardless”.
Dresden was bombed—at the request of the Russians—and it turned out to be crowded with refugees that
day on February 14, 1945. The 8th Air Force bombed
Dresden the next day. Casualties were huge, and there began a criticism of strategic bombing that continues to this
day. Six weeks after Dresden, Churchill dumped –and
dumped on—his old friend Harris. Suddenly he was concerned.
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This book gives us insight in the workings of the
RAF and the many problems in trying to co-ordinate allied air forces. While it does delve into the criticisms of
bombing policy, its strong suit and major purpose is in
telling the story of the crews.
The authors of this book include some 343 pages
of notes, interviews, references and notes. They end with
a note of thanks to all the veterans and their families,
who wrote to them, sent private papers and letters, and
allowed the authors to delve onto events sometimes best
forgotten.
This book is available from Thomas Dunne Books,
or through such stores as Borders and Barnes and Noble.
Amazon.com has had it discounted for as low $16.98!
The average customer review on Amazon is 5/5 stars, with
3 reviews. The book can also be purchased directly for
$30.00 from Military Memories, PO BOX 80693, Rochester, MI 48308.

Editor’s Comments:
The area bombing campaign of the RAF is probably the most controversial aspect of Allied European strategy during World War II. Sir Arthur Harris, more commonly known as “Bomber” Harris, was perhaps the most
controversial figure of all. As the full implications of the
effects on civilians became more widely known, especially
after the late-war bombing of Dresden, the contributions
of Harris, and by extension, his crews, were widely ignored and sometimes vilified.
While the authors of this book did set out to address this issue, the strongest aspect of book is the individual stories of airmen of the RAF and Eighth Air Force.
As one fellow Heritage Leaguer puts it, “This is actually
two rather poorly integrated books: the one that looks at
human interest and bravery is great and stands well on its
own. It barely carries, for me, the one that would advance
an apology for Harris, et. al.”
Companion reading: 1) Bomber Offensive, the
memoirs of Sir Arthur Harris, published in paperback by
Greenhill Books. I was surprised at the sense of humor
shown by Harris in describing his early career. Much like
the man himself, this is a straightforward, unapologetic
description of the decisions that went into fighting the
RAF’s war in Europe. Not for the general reader, but essential for anyone wanting to understand the personal perspective behind Harris’ strategic bombing in World War
II; 2) Have We not Done Enough?, by J. S. Webber, “Eighth
Air Force News,” Vol. 06, No. 3, September, 2006.
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Another First: Historians’ Roundtable Convened During
Savannah Convention
-Brian Mahoney

	Not only did the long term dream of a standalone Heritage League Convention come to life in Savannah in July, but so too did the idea of having a face-to-face
networking session for several of the prominent researcher/historians working within the WW II 8th Air Force
genre.
Some of the credit for this concept should go to
Ed Zobac, who with myself has long admired the independent and dedicated research efforts of Belgian researcher
Luc Dewez and others like him, who always help veterans
and their families to ‘put the pieces together’ and often
attain closure on cases left open or unanswered in the official records. (While Luc and a handful of the invitees
were not able to attend, they have asked to be ‘kept in the
loop’ on any continuing collaborations.) We wondered if
there was a way to practically encourage and support what
these conscientious and generous people do to keep the
stories accurate and well-presented in a variety of ways.
On Friday, July 14th, while many of our conventioneers took the Old Savannah City Tour, invited participants and observers had the opportunities to share concisely and in turn their research methods, special skills,
interest areas, and other aspects of their ‘curriculum.’
One member participated by internet audio chat, and the
rest of us met face-to-face, many for the first time.
Participants were 492nd webmaster/researcher
Paul Arnett (participating over the internet via audio
chat), 392nd Gold Star son (and our webmaster and Liaison to the 8th AF Historical Society) Bob Books, 44th
BG nephew Chris Clark, 389th daughter and researcher
/writer Kelsey McMillan, 93rd BG nephew and archaeologist Don Morrison, 93rd BG grandson and videographer Michael Sellers, and 392nd niece, researcher/writer
Annette Tison. (This writer, son of a 492nd/467th squadron leader, and a researcher/author, also participated.) A
handful of those who could not make it, including two
from Europe, a prominent documentarist, and an expert
on one of ‘our’ fighter groups, all have asked to remain
connected as we go forward.
Observing and making some interesting general
suggestions, were Museum CEO Walt Brown, their Oral
History Project director Vivian Rogers-Price, PhD, 458th
widow, teacher and writer Barbara Covey and her histo-

rian son Richard, 492nd/467th BG vet Ernie Haar, 466th
veteran and author Earl Wassom, and 447th BG veteran
Craig Harris, American Red Cross Lady Ruth Register Coleman, and her daughter, our Executive VP Tina
Woods.
Walt Brown was the inspired and gracious host;
he holds the Museum’s facilities and endorsement ready
for continued institutional support of the Roundtable,
matching the initiative of the League. They donated the
use of the Flight Room, while our support included circulating the concept, inviting the scholars, feeding them
a ‘pub lunch’ before the afternoon session, and providing
beverages and snacks for the breaks.
What is in it for the League? By encouraging
and making more effective the efforts of committed and
talented researchers (who are currently mostly working
out-of-pocket and in little direct contact with their colleagues), we achieve one of our important mission goals:
“…to coordinate and support efforts to preserve the stories, artifacts and various memorials to the 2nd Air Division and its component units, assigned or attached…”
The meeting was called without any presumption or expectation about future commitments or activities, but out of the peer-to-peer colloquy came a list of
prioritized near and longer term goals, as well as an email list serve and a pass-protected message board. These
‘products’ were made possible by a guided process under
the lead of Tina Woods. One of the near-term goals the
group set for itself was to share a ‘grid’ of the special skill
sets and interest areas of each of the participants, so they
may call on one another for well-targeted research when
something specific comes up. An example of a ‘big’ idea
for the group to possibly adopt over several years: a comprehensive relational database that connects the various
record sets for men, machines and missions, across all of
the 8th Air Force.
Co-convenors and facilitators were myself and
Bob Books. Our role was easy--the room was full of great
ideas and energy; strong and energizing contacts were being made throughout the half-day event. All felt it was
worthwhile, and the League can be pleased with its sponsorship of this auspicious ‘beginning.’
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Membership Renewal
Time again to re-up! Dues are held at
the same levels and our rolls are again increasing in all
categories under the efforts of Sue Risley, who continues to bring efficient and clever ideas to her work as
both our Acting Membership VP and our Treasurer.
Keep up the good work, Sue, welcome newcomers,
and thank you all for supporting the League!

Veterans of the Second Air Division, or any units attached
or assigned, become non-voting Honorary Life Members
by supplying their name, mailing address, and WW II
unit information, and pay no dues.

Please indicate your membership type, and give the name
and service unit of the Second Air Division veteran. Forward payment and your mailing address to Sue Risley;
You are eligible to be a voting regular member if your (contact info on back page). If you are fine to receive your
parent, grandparent, sibling or spouse (civilian or Heritage HERALD subscription as an email attachment,
military, British or American) served at any time with saving League funds for other parts of our important nonthe HQ or any of the bomb groups or other units profit mission, please also indicate “eHerald” and give the
assigned or attached to the 2nd Bomb Wing (later email address when giving Sue your information.
called the 2nd Bomb Division, then 2nd Air Division) of the 8th Air Force of the US Army Air Forces.
$15 per calendar year.
You are eligible to be a non-voting associate member
if you make literary, artistic, historical or other valuable contributions to the 2ADA, the HL, or the Memorial Trust of the 2nd Air Division. To include your
spouse/partner as an associate member, please double
your check amount and put “(A)” after their name
$15 per calendar year.
If you are not yet 18 years old, you are eligible to be a
junior member for $8 per calendar year.

As We Go to Press
Idea-man Reed Hammans, our recently elected
Communications VP, has recently been saddled
with a prohibitive increase in his duties at work,
and with this issue finds it necessary to resign editorship of the Herald.
We continue to benefit from the quiet and steady
artistic labors of Erin Mahoney as our uncomplaining ‘layoutist.’ You will recall that she carried
Reed’s title for a period. Each of them appreciates
the need for a ‘content person’ (or possibly team)
who can cultivate writers and be responsible for
generating a steady flow of appropriate material
four our newsletter. If you can be part of the answer, would you be kind enough to contact either
Reed or Brian? (See back page.)

A prized memento for
the lucky 50-some
souls who attended
our first-ever stand
alone convention in
Savannah, this stout
bronze
keepsake,
1/8 inch thick and 1
3/4 inches across, is
something you will
want for yourself and family members who appreciate
reminders of our Second Air Division veterans. Kelsey
McMillan rendered graphics which list out the bomb,
fighter and support groups of ‘our division’ along with
the cloud-borne sentiment: “Honor their service, remember their sacrifice.”
The raised familiar shape in the middle of the backside lends itself to customization… it has been proportioned exactly to the Liberator tailfin, ready to accept
your bomb group’s markings. Brian used modeler’s
enamels to depict red field with white diagonal, in upper left of the ‘tailfin,’ of the 467th BG, and natural metal finish with black diagonal, lower right, of the 492nd
BG. His father, the late Lt. Col. James J. Mahoney,
served in both outfits.
For $10 plus $3 shipping one can be yours! Send
checks payable to the Heritage League to Brian at
address on back page. Indicate if you would like informal instructions on painting your own. Or, for an
additional $10, Brian will hand paint for you, using the
field and stripe indication of the BG you specify. (He
is not sure that he can do call signs or tail numbers at
this small size, but will work on it!) All proceeds go to
the League.
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